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Thlnoo may he bettor than you
suppose, nnd you chould hope for the
best. .Southey.

The Electoral Board.
Richmond is now lo have a new -1»c-

toral board, the members of which aro

to b- appointed by Judge Witt, or tlio
Hustings Court. It in the duty of tho
electoral board to appoint judges, clerks
and registrars of election, in spite of all
our laws, wu can never have fair and
honest »lections unless tho election of-

iiccrs be fair and honest men. The stream
cannot rise higher than Its source. Nelili.
er can we count upon having fair and
honesi election officers unless tho electo¬
ral board which appoints them be com¬

posed of fair and honest men. The elec¬

toral board at best Is liable to make nils,
takes in selecting Officers. Therefore, It
is of supreme Importanco that the board
bo «imposed of men who aro not only
Iwnest and honorable and above suspi¬
cion, but who arc nlso of sound mind and
discretion. They should be men In whoso
character and judgment the people have

Implicit confidence.
Judge Witt should have the entire popu.

lation of the city to select from. By (his

we mean that il'l citizens should be

willing to serve, and wo hope that Ilia

Honor In casting about will take this for

granted.
The country has just celebrated the

birthday anniversary of George Washing¬
ton, the iile.il patriot, and It was a prin¬
ciple with General Washington never to

s:ek nor decline a public trust. That

should be the attitude of citizens of Rich¬

mond toward tho electoral board vacan¬

cies. The man who would engineer to

have himself appointed to such a posi¬
tion, by the very act confesses himself

to be unfit for the place. He lias ail nxo

to grind, «".i ti.-' other hand, no citizen

..., judge Witt may name should feel

th.-.t ho has the right to decline, if hami «1

ourt u Is bis patriotic duty to

ii rvi
OPl .tunity Is at hand. Tho inter¬

im- community demand that tho

shall represent the best char-
ntolllgence of our body po-

Corporations and Politics.
Perhaps tho most notable foat'uo of

the nport of the Armstrong Investigation
Committee is llhnt wlpeh. relates t<o

contributions by insurance companies for

political purposes. The comtnlttea re¬

commends that all such should fco strict¬

ly prohibited. "Nothing dlsclo_d by the
invtStlgatfon.V says the report, "de¬

serves more serious ¡ittentlin than tlio

systematic efforts of tho large, insur¬
ance companies to control a largo part
of the legislation of tho State. They
have been organized Into an offensive and
defensive alliance to procure or to pre¬
vent tlie passage of laws affecting not

only insurance, but a great variety of

Important interests to which, through
sitVashliary companies, or through the
connections «ft their. «»Ulcers, they huve
bec,mie relitte'.T. Thair operations have
extended beyond the State ami the. conn.
try has been divided into districts so (hut
each company might perform conveniently
its share of the work. Enormous sums

have b'.'en expended in a aur.-cptltlocs
manner. Irregular accounts have teen

kept to conceal tho payments £o.* which
proper vouchers have not been required.
This course of conduct lias created n

widespread conviction that lurgj por¬
tions of this money have been d'shonestly
used.
"The pernicious activities of corborato

aiif-nts In matters of legislation demand
that Hi-: present freedom of lobbying
should bo restricted, They haw« brought
suspicion upon Important processings of
the Legislature and have oxpdssd Its
members to consequent assault.
"An effort should be m i-Je to strlk-ï

nt the root of the evil by requiring,
under proper penalties, full nubllclty with
regard to moneys expended ir. connection
with matters before the LegUlature. Cor¬
porations .should he required to boop ac¬

counts and vouchers, in whlc.i .;!l such
payments should be fully detailed and
receipted for, ami an odqeuate statement
regarding them should form » part of
such reports as may bo required."
The committee strike*- the k< ynoto «*hon

it says that not only should such con¬

tributions Su, prohibited and treated as

a waste of corporate moneys, but that
any ofllci ". director ¦>!. agent making)
authorising or co enl : to any such
contributions should guilty of a mis¬
il me nor, and the prohibition should *)0
etxendtd to corporation contributions of
tius character,
Wc cannot afford In matters of this

character to treat u corporation us an

Inuniniaii tl Ing. Th li .¦ must reach out
:,n,t lake hold of the person or persons
responsible for such abuses and punish

there arc two sidos to this quo:

"-»oik- '"¦ ¦¦ our legislativo bodies
who acco] from corpOmtlons, in
<.¦"¦¦ «em i in re more guilty timr

it v are [vlo trait-
«i t 'sacred 'íutji

-i in' tlicm
11 .' these traltori

«¦ ¦'. edtul lealslatiori
:i al to tho In.

ots ami

which th,-
It gobiojln
délibérât- !

Or Intro.li
tercsts of
of li«-hi¡; 1

before- Hit 'iiimliic,
one distinguished: president of a uro in
aurauct.' company had employed, an agen
to look »fter such traitors aim dea

with them for the stuff. This man fltild
on his dying bed (list ho wns conscien¬
tious In whnt he lind done. Hint It wns
necessary for him to pursue HiIh course
to protect the Interests of the policy-
holders. It goes without saying that MU'h
conduct on the part of a corporation
court lie Justified In mornls or law, bill
we would emphasize that tho very met hod
which John A. MeCtíll employed helped
to create the system which he fought. II
wns tho fat pocketbonk of Andy llnmll-
ton thai nintle possible tho Infamous traf¬
fic In legislation. It Is tho btiilnosa or,
tho government to abolish the corruption
fund, without which thcro can be no

boodllnc.

The Rule for Assessments.
"All property, except as hereinafter

provided, shall bo taxed. All taxes.
Whether' State, local or municipal, shall
be uniform upon the same class of sub-
jeeto within the territorial limits of the
authority levying the taxes, and shall
bo levied and collected under general law.
"Except as hereinafter provided, all

assessment of real estate and tangible
personal property shall bo AT THEIR
FAIR MARKET VALUE, to be ascer¬
tained as prescribed by law."
That Is tho rule which tho Constitution

of Virginia luis laid down for the assess¬
ment of taxnliilo property In this State,
nbd thé General Assembly lias enacted
laws for such assessments to conform to

this rrqnlroment. But It is notorious,
and the members of the General Assem¬
bly know It well, that under the assess¬
ment* system property In many parts
of the State Is not nsscssed according to
tho rule. There arc open, flagrant nnd
confessed violations of the constitutional
rule nnd of tho legislativo enactments
on this subject. In some sections real
property Is nssessçd at its fair market
value. In sonic at half Its market value;
in others at n mero nominal sum. As
for the assessment of tangible personal
property, tho rule varies according to
the whims of the assessors, ns Is abiind-
nntly shown In the annual statements
«rf the auditor of pliblle accounts. Tho
organic law nnd the statutory law aró
violate«! every year, yet some of our

law-makers seem to he Indifferent and
propose to let the violations go on In¬
definitely. The fault Is not with the
rule, hut with the machinery, and It Is
the bounden duty of the law-making body
to do what It can do to Improve nnd per¬
fect the machinery nnd make it execute
the laws as they are written.
We understand that It Is a difficult

task, bi\t the General Assembly should
not give up. should not relnx Its cffort3
until every means Iiiik "been exhausted
to bring about this needful reform nnd
compel obedlenco to the law. A tax com¬

mission to be composed of Intelligent
and patriotic citizens should be create«!
to take this sulvject In hand nnd work
out a system, no matter what may he
the cost In money or labor. Under the

present slip-shod method, some are made
to pay full taxes, others half taxes, while
Others still escape altogether. The great¬
est Injustice Is being dono to honest
tax payers, nnd the State Is losing re¬

venue to which tt Is justly entitled.
There Is necessarily a growing demand
upon the revenues of the Stnte from year
to year ami the public Income is Innde-
«luate. Put from our knowledge of the
subject, we are convinced that If all
property In this Stato were assessed and
taxed according to tho rule of the con¬

stitution the revenues of the State would
be ample without any Increase in the
rato of taxation.

Some Whys About a Public
Library.

Why should Richmond's young men

and women be deprived of a public lib¬
rary? ,

Is it that we are considered so Igno¬
rant that wo would be unable to take
advantage of a well selected collection
of books? Or Is It that the city does
not realize the Incalculable benefit which
a public, library would be In both our

business and our social life?
We are nil more or less creatures of

environment. Every person with whom
wo come in contact exercises some In¬
fluence, upon us. Why should we ho de¬
nied the privilege of the counsel of
such great minds as Cnrlyle, Shakes¬
peare, Thomas A. Edison and thousands
of others whose influence would uplift
and whoso words would often be an

Inspiration?
The public library.that great store¬

house of knowledge.where every clth'.cn
young and old may borrow a. part of the
treasure and take It home with him, of¬
fers to thousands the only opportunité
for advancement, either In literary cult¬
ure or In their trade or profession.
A public library would glvo U3 a lit¬

erary centre where It would bo possible
to «rente such nn atmosphere ns gave
us Ed»ur »-Mian Puo and his bontempor-
Á pufbilc library would glyo us a col¬

lection of books which would bo av-Ulaole
to our school children for supplementary
BtUdy, and would bo' a potent facto- for
education.

Prosecuting the Indian Frauds.
It Is gratifying to noto In dispatches

ftom Washington that President l.oost-
velt Is taking a personal Interest In fur-
llnilng Justice In behalf of the Five Civ¬
ilized Tribes of Indian Territory. New
information, it is -said, bus come to the
administration bearing on th<j alleged
frauds in connection with Indian uf-
fairs, and tin- interior Department . Is
now acting under Instructions to push
Us Investigations with increased ardor,
Charges of wrong in tb"o Territory are

over a year old. Through the instrumen.
j taliiy ¿if the local district, attorney these
tpojt definite ahapo, In l'JiM, In luillrt-
menta against the QbyOrnor, ah ox-Gov¬
ernor, the Treasurer of tin- Chlckasaw Na¬
tion und ti ib m of attorneys. Tho cases
novcr'ecimo t» trial. Political "influence"
go| In ItB deadly work, .The Indtctcd men
hol friends, ami llioiio friends fell to with
a will. A postponement of the hbarlng
was flrst secured, and not much lato»
i.'i'iv- nn order to dismiss the Indictments,

J .Tho popcJflo charge was Éonsplruéy to do-
fi-.unl, und tho actual appropriation oi
some fÇC.OQO pf tribu) funds, lils.iict At¬
torney Johnson refused to regard tho or.

ijUtT tlismiesinjí .the ¡ndictmenu, .yhsçfc

hfl himself hrul been nt pains to soeuro,
Unfortiiiialcly, however, his term of of¬
fice expired before the in so« could be
brought lo trfftli A new attorney suc-
eecttoil him, and *he cafas were droppd.
Secretary Hitchcock .has nil nlnng been

convnlced, It is jf.l'J, that the Indicted
men not only were «illy, but could bo
proved so in court, ¡ifho Si-t.t..tary hint
I'oiidttcled a little private Investigation
of Its own» His report to the Atlornoy-
(¡enernl contains disclosures characterized
by the Secretary himself ns "stnrtllng."
The move to quanti the lildlctmenta
n^-ii'iiPl (.lie nllígcd defraudéis lins been
definitely oliorked, Moreover, now Indict¬
ments are to be reported, Including, It
Is said, one against "a high government
olllclnl."
All this Ik refreshing news. Our his¬

toric creations with the red men have not

been such ns to justify a great amount
or honest national pride. Our nttltudo
towards the nativo American would bo

with dlftlotilty regarded as marked by the
most thorough-going justice. Our wrongs
to hlin nre written In tho book) whe-.'3
any one may read them. Ttut what may

possibly hnvo been Justified when Iho
Indian was a wnr-pnth brave Is no longer
Justified when he Is cooped up ns a gov¬
ernment ward on a. government reserva¬

tion. The Tndlan In nobody's legitímalo
prey. Possibly ho Is only the more do-

servlng of the strictest justice now, In
that he has «been handed out something
less than that In tho post. The convic¬
tion of a fow of the men who have taken

iitdv'.inl tii"oj of bis lielplcssnesfj to'defraud
him would servo to give po.nt to tho
protestation that now, nt any rate, wo

want to be perfectly fair to him.

Need of An Auditorium.
Wo are glad to see that tho Richmond

City Council Is favorably considering tho
erection of nn auditorium which shall
have a seating capacity of 11,000. Tho
city has long needed a great, well ap¬
pointed, and centrally located auditorium.
The town would quickly become a

favorite meeting place for great eonven-

lions If we had such a building. The
Academy of Music, our largesct room,
seals comfortably only from 1,200 to 1,100.
We have for some years been urging
timt the Southern Baptist Convention
meet here In .1807, the year of tho James¬
town Tor-Centenary, and the suggestion
hns met with well nigh universal favor.
"Within a few months' the convention will
meet nnd we sincerely hope that plans
for the new nudltorlum will by that time
be so far mlvanced that we can offer
to the convention a suitable building for
Its sessions. We venture also to suggest
that If such a building' Is erected In
Richmond, the work mny ho done under
the supervision of a thoroughly compe¬
tent nnd experienced architect. There
Is nothing quite so exasperating as a

barn-llko "nudltorlum," In which nobody
can be heard. Richmond ought not to
have a cheap, flimsy structure, but one

worthy in all its appointments of our

great city..Religious Herald.
Tho Religious Herald Is always enter¬

prising. Its advice to Richmond In this
matter Is as sound as Its religious prin¬
ciples. Wo hope tho Council will take
to heart what tho Herald says.

If Mr. Roosevelt, 'upon bis retirement
from the White House, does not care to

go Into tiie Senate, there Is ground for
belief that he could easily secure the

presidency of the Oyster Bay Board of
Aldermon.

A bill to make process-dodging a mis¬
demeanor was turned down by the New
York legislature. It still remains, there¬
fore, merely the millionaire's favorite
exercise.

Secretary Taft says that after every liar
has had his say about the Panama Canal,
tho work en go on. Mr. P. Ulgolow
knows best whether ho cares to take
this up.

The Insurance companies are In no

sense In any permanently enfeebled con¬

dition. They have merely caught cold
from a too sudden exposure to fresh air.

It bus been very lonesome during this
Legislature without a delegation of Nor¬
folk citizens. Wo rejoice that the

monotomy is at last to be broken.

To have your name attached to a rate
bill Is not necessarily a guarantee of per¬
manent fame.

Tho Russian mnp-makers are prepared
to change the tint of Mongolia at a

moment's notice.

Sport does not hurt our colleges so

mucli, perhaps, as the sports.

The Morocco "situation" Is slowly
waxing boresome.

«THIS DAY IN HISTORY »

1525.Battle of Favln, in Italy. The Im¬
perialists, under Bourbon, Pescara mid
Uinnoy. defeated the Fronch and
captured their King, Francis I., whom
they sent prisoner to Madrid.

1510.-Charles V., of Germany, entered
Ghent, which hud been In a state of
insurrection; twenty-six of tho prin¬
cipal citizens were put to death. He
was born ut this place on this day,
1500.

1587.Thomas Cavendish pnssed the
Straits of Magellan.

1716.Tho Earls of Derwentwator and
Kcnmulr behended on Tower Hill, for
treason in favoring tho cause of tho
Pretender.

1785.Charles Bonnpnrto, father of Na¬
poleon, died, leaving his family in
straitened circumstances.

180«!.Congress appointed a committee to
reviso tho laws against kidnapping,
which had become a common, offense
In tho East.

1809.Drury I.nno Theatre burned. It had
been previously humed and rebuilt,
1071, by Sir Christopher Wren, at a
cost of X 200,000,

1815.Robert Pulton died, aged fifty.
1852.David Konnlsou, the last of tho

Hosten tea party, died at Chicago,
aged 117.

1864--In tho United States Senate debato
«m the bill making General I*. S.
. ¡rant commander-ln-ohlof, Fgiondon
declared Hulli.'ck a better military
loader than (¡ant, while John Sher¬
man thought every general ns suc¬
cessful as Grant should be a lleuten-
ant-gent.-iul.

1865.Governor Vance, of North Carolina,
Issued a war proclamation "that «he
struggle for freedom shall never bo
given up."

1874-Carl'Hi-hurz niade hh; famous speech
In'the Culled Blutes. Senate against
Hi«, proposed currency Inflation.

.1804 -Tegucigalpa, capital of Honduras,
captured by tho Insurgent«, under Or¬
tes,

1801.A measure to prohibit the Impor¬
tation-of American" c-nttle was plao*td
before the Cabinet of France by tho
Agricultural Department.

fflhymos for Tjo+^Day*
Sob.

Me plumbs the loneliest deeps of youth
Whose soul 1ms none to know Its truth.
I would have laid mine linrn to ono,
Who went.and left my tain undone,
And left mo none nil lit (is she
To know nnd guide what lies- In me.

I know myself, for nye, bereft;
She horn Hint with lier when she left
Which, having not, my whlowod soul
There stopped millnlsherl, less than

whole.
Bruised bu,i that might have flowered

fair.
Seed sowed In hope to reap dospalr.
Sad ns the wild, «vllil tears that fall
At dear, dond maiden's funeral.

L'ENVOI.
Tills Is tho kind «if thing you've seen
Full oft In anv magazine.
1 think myself It Isn't bad;
It reads so plaintively .and sad
it makes n person feel quito blue,
And that Is nlc-, 1 think. Don't you?
And so I'm glad I wrote lt._thotigh
Just what It means I do not know.

H. S. It.

Merely Joking.
Anything Else. Mamma: '"What would

you like for dinner, Willie?" Wlllio:
"Anything hut company. I don't get
anything then.".Boston Transcript.

Precautionary,--He: "I wonder why
Miss HowcIIh always has to lie coaxed
before sho will sing?" Sho: "Oh, as a
mutter of self-protection, I Imagine."
He: "Self-protection?" She: "Yes; liy
waiting to bo coaxed, she always man¬
ages to shift the blame.".Chicago Dally
News.

The Chicago Cop.."Chicago has ono
-policeman to «.very three saloons." "This
gives you three guesses as to where the
policeman Is.".Cleveland l'laln Dealer.

Not Necessarily.."Farmers," announced
tho fair visitor from the city, "arc Just
as dishonest ns city milkmen." "How
d'yo mnko that out?" asked her host.
"Why, I saw your hired man this morn¬
ing water every one of the cows before
he milked them.".Cleveland I'lnln Dealer.
The Church Fair,."I see that Boni

Castellano says he never nccepts chango
when milking purchases." "Life must
seem like n perpetual church fair to
him.".Cleveland I'lnln Dealer.

Virginia's Hall of Fame.
ICdltor of 'f'lie Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Governor Montague In his last

message to the present Virginia Legis¬
lature, n i-i.l.- a striking suggestion:
Tliat Virginia have a "Hall of «Fame"'
of her own. No other State could equal
it;! nor could all America, "leaving out"
Virginia, hardly do so.
Washington, the greatest patriot and

"father of his country"; Jackson and
Lee, the greatest American soldiers; Mar¬
shall, the greatest Jurist; Henry, the
greatest orator: Maury, the ocean
scientist; Madison, Constitution framer;
Jefferson, the greatest American states¬
man.
And en<llesB number of names of men

famous In some respects could be con¬
tinued, but It Is needless to mention them.

If you deem It well to be done I hope
you will urge, on the Legislature the Idea
of ex-Oovcrnor Montague. It may stimu¬
late the Virginians of to-day nnd the
future to emulate their forefathers.

N. 33. SHEPARD.
Columbia, Tenn.

March Magazines.
The March magazines are beginning to

put In an appearance. Alnslee's and the
Smart Set are always In the forefront of
the early bfrds, Inasmuch ns they are

published on the 15th of the month pre¬
ceding. Alnslee's always displays a pre¬
dilection for tho feminine in a cover «le-
slgn. nnd this month Clarence Under¬
wood has contributed a scarlet-clad lady
iiulttlng a grec bench In a snowy park.
Some sixty pages are given to Robert
Adger Bowen's clever novelette, "Va¬
nessa's Dilemma," and for the rest, thero
are the usual number of stories and
poems. Among others, E. F. Benson,
I-'elix Carmen, H. C. Rowland and Anne
O'Hagnn are In evidence ns purveyors
of Action.

Smart Sot for March Is quite a full
number. Arthur Stringer's detective
story, "Phantone Wires," Is given the
place of prominence at the beginning.
Sewell Ford has written a clever little
story called "A Case of Sister Ann," and
MrB. Poultney Blgclow udils on amusing
sketch in "Merely Players." Qelett Bur¬
gess lays hare feminine wiles in a pago
or two of .Methuselah's maxims. Other
contributors arc Clinton Scollard, E. L.
Sabln, Henry C. Rowland r/nd Felix
Carmen.

Within a unique cover that represents
Innumerable persons reading the maga¬
zine, Everybody's for March contains
rather cijinnionplnce reading matter. Tho
general love of knowing how it is dono
Is catered to In an illustrated article on
the late Marshall Field, by John Dennis.
In ¿in article headed "The Invisible
World," Vaneo Thompson discusses tho
wonders and mysteries of modern spirit¬
ualism. This contains a very weird
photograph, which discloses the shadowy
outline of a heavily draped spirit and Is
warranted bona Udo on good authority.
Eugeno Wood has if humorous story
called "The Old Timo Revival," Rex E.
Beach contributes an Installment of -his
serial and tho Irrepressible Lawson ful¬
minates his thunder ut tho Insurance
companies.

Applcton's Booklovers for March is nn
unusually nttractlvo and artistic number.
Tho Illustrations and general book-mak¬
ing are of the first,ordor. This Issue is
a distinct advance over the old Book-
lovers Magazine. In all there are nine
or ton short storleB, to Hay nothing of
an iibiindnnco of other Interesting mat¬
ter. Mr. J. L. Williams tllsetisHes the
qualities that make Barrio's play, I'eter
3'an, such a universal favorite. Mr. Rex
E. Beach gives a further Installment of
his arraignment against tho "looters" of
Alaska. In addition thero aro articles on
timely themes by Hnrold Bolee, Hon. J.
O. Hmlth, Canadian., Commissioner of
Immigration; Frederic Courtland Pendeld
and un excellent story by Gilbert Parker.

The March Issue of tho American Mag¬
azine, which hi tho present Incarnation
of I^sllc's Monthly »md has benefited
considerably by tho change, Is out be¬
times this month, with a well-filled table
Of contents. In nn Interesting article,
headed "The Eden Makers," Mr. J. W.
Holburn details the remarkable work of
the United states reclamation service,
which eventually will result In tho cul-
tlvatlon of nearly Lwo million acres now
desert. Arthur Train, well known as tho
author of "MiicAlllstcr nnd Ills Double,"
gives a vivid narrativo of the methods
of a clover girl forger. Mr. Train Is an
akslstiiut district attorney of Now York
county, muí ills articles on famous crim¬
inal trials, which arc appearing In this
magazine,- aro mude from material which
he has had the/ most Intimate opportu¬
nity to study, Other, articles and stories
combine to mnko the current Issuo a
K<">d one.

Unfine.
"He has H«,ne of he flll'-l' sensibilities,

nothing >«> 'ii tingid« ii »lim from tho com -

mon hard."
"No?"
"No, sir. I've heard him confess; out

of lils own mouth, that all uulou umell
ullkc to him.".Puck,

<P©wder
Absolutely Pure \

\
Imparts that peculiar lightness, sweetness, and

flavor, noticed in the finest cake, short
cake, biscuit, rolls, crusts, etc., (

which
expert pastry. cooks declare is

unobtainable by the use

of any other leav¬
ening agent.

A pure grape cream of tartar powder,
No alum.

ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK.

t THELATEST books"* î
I UNDER BRIEF REVIEW. ;
THE JUNGLE. By Cpton Sinclair. Dou-

bleday, Pago and Company.
Scarcely a periodical nowadays falls

to devote a quota of pages to trusts, but
It would be hard to lind a more signifi¬
cant and convincing commentary on the
structure of modern Industries than Mr.
Sinclair has produced In "The Jungle."
In no sense a novel, it Is the faithful
narrative of the worklngman In Chicago,
beaten anil broken by the callous band
of the employer, and probably the only
bit of effect that the author allows him¬
self Is In making the open-hearted l.lthu-
nmlan. Jurgis, the mouthpiece for his
arraignment. It is In the packing liouups
of Chicago, the homo of the beef trust,
that primitive and buoyant young Slav
ftrst gets a taste of the forces he has to
light, and has the edge taken off Ills
ardor and enthusiasm. He sees men, fel¬
low-workmen, squeezed dry of their vi¬
tality and then cast out like refuse. He
sees men working In freezing cellars In
chemicals and acids that eat filthy sores
wherever they touch, or else butchering
gangrenous and diseased cattle for the
public breakfast. Still others he sees
fall In the cooking vat, never to appear
again save as pure leaf lard. He sees
his young wife die In squalor, after los¬
ing her health and honor to keep from
losing her Job. His wife gone, Jurges
loses himself in the under-world, In Jail
and out. a footpad, a petty criminal,
tramp and beggar. Chance throws him
In the way of socialism, which he Bolzes
eagerly, und with something to believe
In, ho begins an honest life again. Mr.
Sinclair does not strive for high lights.
Ills attitude is rather one* of repression.
Still less does he follow many so-called
realists In making squalid details unncc-
csailly offensive.

THE HEALERS..By Mnurten Manrtens.
D. Apleton & Co.
Mr. Maartcns always writes rather long

books, and what does not necessarily
follow, good hooks as well. His kindly
Optimism nnd keen appreciation of humor
lend a distinct charm to the simple an¬
nals of Hans and Gretehen. It is in
tlie unassuming and uneventful chronlclo
of homely Dutch life that he Is at his
best. In "The Healers" there Is, besides
a little good-natured fun poked at tho
modern theories of medicine. Professor
'and Boron Dlssi;, world renowned as n
bacteriologist, has discovered an entirely
new and fatal microbe which works l.kc
clockwork on rabbits: hut both microbe
and antidote are rather useless for the
want of a human subject to experiment
on. So he tolls over it day by du y In
his laboratory, with his poetical ir.iu
across tho room, writing and re-wrlting
her epic with tho Cbb and How of In¬
spiration, and eai.-ii displays a courtly
interest in the other's task. Edward
Disse Is by conviction something of an
apostate, for he follows a different medi¬
cal creed and makes a famous alienist of
hliiis.'lf." His views are foime;l by Dnura,
tho beautiful Sumatran, with a hnrltngo
of mysterious gifts, who s rather a «lls-
cordnnt clement. Edward gtvés moni'.,»-
of patient i-.ire to the y->,,u "¡Hot .inr-iir-t,
Sir James Grayo, whose mental Infirmity
Is treated with the same wholesome In¬
sight th^L Mr. Manrtens shows In deal¬
ing with his earlier hero, "God's Fool."
Kenneth Gray«; Is the Idiot guardián and
heir, and naturally his mind holds a
conflict or hopes, which Is further com-
pllcuitd by Ills fear of goilig Insane. The
story ends happily, however, other char,
act era. notably Colonej l.isse, tho pio-fessor's military brother, and Eliza, the
domineering Handmaiden, tiro drawn with
a Ritlll tnat is of a part with the rest
.oi tile bOOK,
A DAD V IN WAITING..By Chai los
Woodcock Savage. D Appleton & Co,
Convent-bred Julio do Chesull is only

reconciled to making her dehnt into
the great world by the thought of keep¬
ing a mighty diary for tho eyes of her
dearest school friend. Hem sh«. faithful¬
ly chronicles all her Ingenloun Impres¬
sions, the thrills that the handsome ltogor
Inspires nnd the pique that causes her
to accept tho grand seigneur, the Marquisde ituliort. It Is in the troublous Unit- of
th «»sixteenth Douls, the baker and lock¬
smith, and as lady ln walling to the
beautiful and Ill-starred queen, Julio seesit all. Her MniciuIh «Ilia, but Roger is
reported «lead, too. Alter a hairbi'oadth
escape |rom prison hIio get» to America,where Roger turn« im wry much alive.At the wedding, Gonorni Washingtongives lu, bride away and they settlolu Virginia, Later they return to Francoand tholf hereditary estates are returned
to theiii iby the llrst Napoleon.
EVODI'TION THE MASTER-KEY. ByC. W. Saleeby, Harrier and Brothers,
The author of.thin volume holds that

the truth of the ln.\. of evolution Is more
easily demonstrated to-day than ever
before. The newest sciences, ho ufllrms,UHtro-physlcs, physical chemistry com¬
parative' psychology, comparative '

ethics,
iill combine to assert Its validity and
conllrm It as the master-key.m tho prob¬
lems of all phenomena, ruder the head
of «iipt'l'Ol'gnnle evolution he dlscusscE
the bearing of the Darwinian doctrine
on mind, religión, morality, conduit, and
so on. In treating marriage he takes
«ccuslon to ruto Mr. GC-orgo Merodltl;

very soundly for tho "Irresponsible mls-
ehlevousnc.-s" which he was guilty of
utti-rlng.
DOUBLE VKOCBLE.-By Herbert Quick.
The li< bbs-Merrlll Co.
This very ryihnilc.il and euphonious ti¬

tle Instantly calls up an ominous picture
of unhuppy married life. But the duplicity,
so to say. Is not of that kind. Florian
Amidon, prosperous, a chronic celebato,
rntlu-r morbid and Intensi-ly reflncd,
wakes up on a sleeping car on«; morality;
to ilnd that it Is live years later and that
he Is a different man. This Mr. Eugene
Brasslleld, whom he perforce must ac¬
cept as himself Is In every respect h.'s
opposite. With no recollection of the
fatal five years Amhlon llmls popularity,friends, fortune an«! even fiancee ready
to hand, and has to adapt himself with
what grace he can. Hs ts lu ¡pul -» in-
sltlerably by nn old friend of nn other
life and by the beautiful hyynnclit, ««ho
Is getting to bo «tulle a common factor
In modern fiction. The idea is cleverlyworked out and the interest well til»»-
tallied.

G. P. Putnam's Sons nro publishing a
studious essay on ' i'oetry and the Indi¬
vidual," by Hnrlley Burr Alexander, a
doctor of philosophy of Columbia Uni¬
versity. Tho sub-title discloses tho vol¬
ume to be an analysis of the Imaginativo
life in relation to the creative spirit In
man and nature. While this Is not a
subject of very widespread Interest, and
Is, Indeed, rather dumfoundtng, tho au¬
thor has endeavored to Interpret tho
function nnd meaning of poetry In its
modern complexities and Its bea'rlng on
human life.

"Who s Who" for I90i> Is out, and re¬
cords occurrences as late as September
30, 1905. Many new and Interesting au¬
ditions arc made this year to biogra¬phies, and the value of tho book Is fur¬
ther increased by subjoining motor and
telephone numbers and telegraphic ad¬
dress where such are requisita. There
are something like 1,800 pages of biog¬
raphy.
THE BITTER CRY OF THE CHILDREN.

By John Spargo. The MacmlllunCompany.
Tho problem of poverty, as It affects

childhood, is Hie theme of this book. InIt Mr. Spargo gives tho result of yearsof careful Investigation and thoroughanalysis of tho conditions that besot tlio
children of tho poor. From the abund¬
ance of statistics und proof, bnsed on
personal experience and observation, his
statements become, not a mutter of
opinion, but one of fact. To tlio Inade¬
quate and Improper food supply he traces
not only the excessive Infantile mortality,but the wldo reaching prevalence of dis¬
ease, vice, crlmo and'despair of tho
pauper classes. Food first of all.foodfor tlio starving body, beforo education
for the mind.Is tho lesson lie draws
from tho hideous and ghastly phantas¬magoria of poverty, and in his chapter on
the Hchool children ho records tho pitifultragedy of attempting to educate tho
hungry, Ill-fed child.

FOOD AND DIET..By Robert F. Wil¬
liams, M. A., M. 33., Professor of Prac¬
tice of Medicine In Hie Medical Collega
of Virginia. Lea Brothers & Co.I Dr. Williams discusses tho question of

dlctattcs under two heads, Food in Health,
and Food In Disenso. In Part I, tho
needs of tho body for dilueront kinds of
food and the manner in which they aro
utlUzod, aro exiplajiicii, together with
the principles of cooking nnd detailed do-
Kcrlptlons of the different articles of food
In common use. Part H deals with tho
variation from tho normal diet, which
aro necessitated by tho moro common dis.
eiisos. For tho benefit of nurses and hos¬
pital superintendents an attractive fea¬
ture has been added in the shapo of
a section devoted to recipes for foods
for sick patients and convalescents with
full directions for preparing and admin¬
istering. As far us possible technicalities
have boon avoided throughout so that tho
Biibjpct may bo Intelligible to all. As a
handbook for home use, t'his book should
be especially valuable. Ignoraijce 1b al¬
ways costly. This Is particularly true in
tho foïdlng of growing children. In whom
habitual errors of feeding frequently pro.
due o effects lusting through life,

THE CRIMSON BLIND.-By Fred M.
White; R. F. Fenno & Co.
This book is by no means to ho con¬

fused with "The House With tho Green
Shutters." It is well at tho other ,ind
of tho lino In tho thick of detective fic¬
tion. And hut for the, Inevitable-disap¬
pointment at tho Insignificance of Hin mys.
tery which the reader has almost held his
breath In anticipating, It Is protty good
of Its kind: David Steele, a popular novel.
1st, with uncounted millions in his brain,
but of no »avail against u. creditor, Is
about to bo sold out, is offered a thou¬
sand pounds for merely giving his ad¬
vice. When he guts back to his rooms

tho murder has been done there, though
It really did not turn out to be a murdcf
after all. Reginald Hcnson Is the villall
und nrch-c/insplrator, who has wrecked
a noble family, and most of the book
Is taken up In proving. He is painted
so black that It Is a distinct satisfaction
when the puck of dogs get him.

COLUMBUS, THE DISCOVERER..Bj
P. A. über; Harper & Brothers.
This volume Is an addition to the Ilarpet

series of Heroes of American History. The
career of tho great explorer Is followed in
detail with all the ups and downs of hin
hopes and fortunes. Mr. Ober, under a
commission from tho Untied States gov¬
ernment, has made extensive travels to
s«.'k out whatever vestiges of the early
settlements remain In the West Imles.
These researches, together with his visit»
to Spain, have thrown much new and
valuable light on Columbus's life. Tho
Volume I« profusely Illustrati-<1 and th«
subject matter presented In n highly at¬
tractive manner.

RANDVAR. THE SONGSMITH..By Ot-
llllc A. Dlljanerantz; Harjier & Rro'.h-
ers. Tho Bell Book and Stationery
Company.
Miss Dlljlncrantz has taken as basis

for her story the legends clustering
around one of Mie most Interesting land¬
marks in America, the old stone tower
ut Newport. The exact origin of the
tower remains still a mystery, but tradi¬
tion, borne nut by modern Investigation,
maintains It to bo a monument of th«'
Vikings. "Rnndvar" Is essentially a lova
stor^-, to which dramatic value has been
giveivby the author's skillful use of an

ancient Norse superstition. Incidentally,
the picturesque setting of the Am-rlcun
forest adds not a little to the effect.
_

Mr. Ira D. Sankey has collected facts
and circumstances of the authorship of
many familiar hymns, which the Sunday
School Times Company are publishing
under tho title, "Sankey's Story of the
Gospel Hymns." In an Introduction Mr.
Sankey tells In brief the story of his
own life and gives soruo interesting pic¬
tures of his evangelistic work in com-
pany with the late Dwlglit I>* »Moody. Tho
book Is neatly bound In red and contains
photographs of Mr. Sunkey and Mr.
Moor! y.

Charles Scribner's Sons are publishing
a new volume of Cy Wurman's stori«-s,
comprising some fifteen or twenty
sketches. Mr. Wurman wisely sticks to
his last and confines himself to the rail¬
road and the making of it. Ills work re-

flects the masterly and vivid touch that
comes not only from the perfect famHliar-
Ity with tho throttle and oil can, but also
from the thorough appreciation of tho
poetry and romaneo of the men and
country that make his background. "Tlu
Cure's Christinas Gift," perhaps the best
tale in tho present volume, gives a very
pretty picture of the friendship of two
dwellers in the wilderness.a friendship
which, as one of his characters says,
"Is very different from what goes for
friendship outside." The book Is for falo
at tho Dell Bbok and Stationery Co.

One View Point.
"Don't you think It would bo a popular

Idea for you to have private baths hero
In the hotel?"' suavely insinuated a slight¬
ly hypercritical tourist from the. North.

"Well, I think It would be the proper
checker to have 'em private if. I was to
have 'em at all." replied tho landlord of
tho tavern at Polkvllle. Ark. "It would
bo sorter ombárrassin', 'pears lo me, for
the travelln' public to. bath here In the
offico'or out on tho front porch, although
I'd know but what It might bo popular
with the by-passers.".Puck. '

- Practical politics also has Its para¬
doxes. Even tho tireless worker Is oc¬

casionally punctured..Puck.

AN OLD ADAGE
SAYS -^
"A light purse is a heavy curse"
Sickness makes a light purse.
The LIVER Is the seat oí nine
tenths of all disease.

Tutt'sPil
go to the root of the whole mat«
ter, thoroughly* quickly safely
and restore the action of tlu
LIVER to normal condition.

Give tone to the system and
soä.d flesh to the body.
Take No Substitute*


